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Sustainability Education Webinars

Who Follows Us?

>25,000 Global Sustainability 

Professionals

SSF Webinars Address Critical Issues

• Smart Energy/Smart Cities

• Resilience & Sustainability

• The Circular Economy

• Restoring the Carbon Balance

• Climate Adaptation

• Urbanization and Sustainable 

Economies

• Extreme Weather Events

• Others

Sponsors 

Include:

220 recordings in the SSF Archive

https://ssfworld.org/

Access the free SSF 

webinar archives and

subscribe to webinar alerts

https://ssfworld.org/
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Future Webinars

Watch any webinars you missed at ssfworld.org

Future Webinars:

 Tuesday, October 26,1:15 - 2:15 ET: Global Electronics Council (GEC) on SDG 12: Sustainable Consumption at COP 26: 

Implementing SDG 12. Responding to the IPCC report using the GEC Purchaser Commitment, Collaboration, and Circularity. 

 Thursday, November 4th, 1:15 - 2:15 ET: Electrify Everything: The Future of Farming, Sponsored by ASU Lightworks

 Tuesday, November 16, 1:15 - 2:15 ET: Doubling Down on Data: Giving You the Edge in Ag, Sponsored by ASU Lightworks

Watch for more ASU webinars coming in early 2022

REGISTER AT https://ssfworld.org/

Access the free SSF 

webinar archives and

subscribe to webinar alerts

https://ssfworld.org/
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esaltzberg@ssfworld.org 
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Agenda

1. Welcome: Ed Saltzberg, Executive Director, SSF 

2. Panel Introduction & Context: Bill Brandt, Moderator, Director of Strategic Integration ASU LightWorks

 Shade Shutters, Research Scientist, School of Complex Adaptive Systems, College of Global Futures, ASU

 Timothy Slaper, Research Director, IU Kelley School of Business' Indiana Business Research Center

 Pavan Turaga, Director, ASU School of Arts, Media and Engineering. Director, Geometric Media Lab, ASU

 Michael Simeone, Director for Data Science & Analytics, ASU Libraries. Assistant Research Professor, Biosocial 

Complexity Initiative, ASU

3. Panel Discussion with Audience Q + A: Use the box in the Go To Webinar window

4. Panel Summary 

5. Closing

Download the slides in the GoToWebinar window.

Video will be posted shortly. 

(Please Take the Brief Exit Survey.)
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Download slides (“Handouts”) from GoTo webinar window. Take the exit survey!

Panel
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Laboratory for Regional Dynamics and Development - https://complexity.asu.edu/lrdd
Shade T. Shutters - shade.shutters@asu.edu

Optimal growth industries for: Phoenix-Mesa-Glendale MSA

https://complexity.asu.edu/lrdd
mailto:shade.shutters@asu.edu


Laboratory for Regional Dynamics and Development - https://complexity.asu.edu/lrdd
Shade T. Shutters - shade.shutters@asu.edu

Number of Surgeons by Metropolitan Area, 2015 Number of Police Officers by year, Fort Wayne, Indiana

US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics

https://complexity.asu.edu/lrdd
mailto:shade.shutters@asu.edu


What is Truth?
Tim Slaper

• Theory and Measures grow up together
• Kuznets, Keynes and Hayek all asked “What is most important?”
• …and went out to collect data

• Economics is theory laden
• Create measures and collect data based on theoretic frame

• Data Science has been accused of being a theory free zone

• This creates conflict when researchers from these two disciplines are 
in the same conference room

• Is “Truth” invented or discovered?

• Is Synthetic Data invented, discovered or something in-between?



Is Truth invented or discovered?
JOBS

STEM ARTS OTHER

REGION 1 50 ? 130 200

2 ? 25 ? ?

3 ? ? 50 ?

100 50 250 400

As background: the federal statistical agencies are prohibited from publishing data that 
may disclose or identify a reporting entity – person/firm/etc. This may create a lot of 
question marks in datasets that we need for evidence-based policy.



Is Truth invented or discovered?

To estimate the suppressed cells – the ??? – we need “Truth” as control totals
Then, we can balance the matrix and fill-in the holes



Human activity modeling as key to 
decarbonization

Pavan Turaga



The promise of big data in understanding human 
activity
● Big data presents us with unprecedented 

ways to understand human activity.

● Sensor data is challenging to store and 
label.

● Much of the advances in AI over the past 
decade are related to converting sensor 
data to actionable labels and insights.

● This endeavor needs trusted annotations 
with considerations of privacy, policy, 
ethics, and bias.



https://ssfworld.org/
https://sustainability.asu.edu/lightworks/


Marketplace Library

Data is a commodity Data is an asset for public good

Open data will level the playing field Information doesn’t come from data without 
resources

Data is stored because it is useful Archives are a way for people to preserve their 
histories

Security Chain of custody, sovereignty

“How can we earn your trust?” Trust comes from building things from shared 
interests

https://ssfworld.org/
https://sustainability.asu.edu/lightworks/


Trust is not a retrofit

Image credit: Trevor Wratyon
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Future Webinars

Watch any webinars you missed at ssfworld.org

Future Webinars:

 Tuesday, October 26,1:15 - 2:15 ET: Global Electronics Council (GEC) on SDG 12: Sustainable Consumption at COP 26: 

Implementing SDG 12. Responding to the IPCC report using the GEC Purchaser Commitment, Collaboration, and Circularity. 

 Thursday, November 4th, 1:15 - 2:15 ET: Electrify Everything: The Future of Farming, Sponsored by ASU Lightworks

 Tuesday, November 16, 1:15 - 2:15 ET: Doubling Down on Data: Giving You the Edge in Ag, Sponsored by ASU Lightworks

Watch for more ASU webinars coming in early 2022
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